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rapidlasso	Adds	LAStools	Lidar
Processing	Toolbox	to	QGIS

At	the	code	sprint	following	the	FOSS4G	2013	conference,	rapidlasso	completed	a	toolbox
that	exposes	the	extensive	Lidar	processing	capabilities	of	the	LAStools	software	suite
within	QGIS.	QGIS	(previously	known	as	'Quantum	GIS')	is	a	comprehensive	desktop
geographic	information	system	that	is	free	and	open	source	software	(FOSS).

QGIS	has	seen	rapid	growth	in	acceptance	as	a	viable	and	cost-effective	alternative	to	the
commerical	ArcGIS	products	of	Esri.	The	newly	integrated	'Processing'	framework
(previously	known	as	'SEXTANTE')	allows	to	combine	the	Lidar	functionality	of	LAStools
with	native	raster	and	vector	operations	of	QGIS	as	well	as	capabilities	of	other	popular
GIS	packages	such	as	GDAL,	GRASS,	SAGA,	TauDEM,	PostGIS	and	the	(geo-)statistics
package	R.	Detailed	instructions	on	how	to	add	the	new	LAStools	toolbox	to	QGIS	are

available	on	the	company's	blog.
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